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"Wben I Survey 
tbe Wondrous Cross" 



A ,ermon preacbed by the Rey. 
Jobn T. Gallow.y, D.O. on tbe oc­
casion of the Dedication oC the new 
Chancel .nd Chwch School Equip­
ment of tbe W.yne Presbyteri.n 
Clutch, W.YDe, Penmyl ... .oi •. 

April 16, 19S0 



Thomu Culyie wrote .. book about .. hal peopk -.r. 11 is .. kind 
of whimsical philosoph, of clothe. We often bear it Slid ttw dotbcs 
make the IIWI, or tho! .. AnI' hi, i ... 1II'Onderfui boost to .. WOIIWI', 

mon.le. Carl,~ points out that th_ c:lUemal things hJ.~ important 
bearing on internal values. Evm sudI attrnW u clothes hue .. deter· 
mining ell'oct on hUOUD chanek!. It would ~ inle'''''''g to Clny thil 
Mudy further to t/><c """'" in ""hid! people H~. One .. ""den what 
the ultilNle effect .. iU be 0<> the people who Itt fond to live in the 
little hc!tJsc, which an bein, buill to<b,. In .." cue aperience teaches 
lIS that our chancttT is conditioned br our JUtroo.u>dinSL 

It may be obserred ~r that dotbcI and ~ DDt anl7 afI'<'d .. 
penc:a; IbeJ" abo mica him. When we tee .. perpetuafir untidy penon 
We ate giYm .. ~ of chulOn. ,,~, lIlbpc Iv:>osK J~ 
ooIuma about ill jnh · .... n(. &tcma.l thinp re&ct as wd.l u aHect 
.~. 

~ o:OstfYlllons 1II11 .. ..II he IppJied to the church. A prop«tT 
that is ding and d,,? 1m .. deprmin& effect on the WODhiper. A 
P<OpeItJ' thai is bcaunfully conct'i ..... ..,d znlously cared for hu .. 
bene6ci.l efFect.. 

By the""'" tok..., it maT bc uid that .. din81. ill.kept m urcb plOp­
en, is .. dark ",Aectioa on the c:har.cter of the CGngreg:atioll, wd .. 
dean, a.ttlldi~ churcb is .. credillO the people who worship there. 

1'haI: (aerof1 abauld be 5UfIicimt to impel.U con&nlWoru to main­
ISia bwoIifu.l ..,d well·Up! howes 01 wonhip ; but then: is .. ~ 
nligioul: ~ for buildu.,; to tho: best of ow ability, and lI"IIint&inin, 
propI"l with Nlturcd care. W~ WJ.fIt to oller ow best 10 the alorJ of 
God, 'lilt bcIx..: ... !beba>e6ci&l HFcd 01. bcautiiul """"" of Worship; 
~ WIl!t ow chl.lfdl buildin, 10 re£ea OUt refinen>tnI:; bat _ of aU 
'"' w.w it 10 glorif, God. " Mao', chid md is 10 glonf, God. oruI to 
enjoy him fornn." As Paul said, .~ )'t do, do aU 10 the 
&Iory of God." 

In tilt Ipirit of those who seek to oIftt their JiI1t fruit to God our 
comm;ftcot hq sou,ght 10 fO$hion our hoUJe of. ...-onhip to conform 10 
the hi&h<:sc "lie know and W b.,st Wt can alford: III for tbe &Iory of 
God. 

If God',,1oly hl.d bten ~ prime moti...tin~ (actor in dt.,.. lOGe by, 
it is we to "'"7 dw thert woulil "" frwn Ilfdllr«t\U"al monwos.ities 011 
Offi" Promtant America. ~ JlOIesquc. unkrpt. untidy chuteh build, 
;",9 _ our 1u:>d uc a wi....,.. to our <Arde. crud and ~ "'" ~. 



If • man W'lfII' to build • ~ for I f fiend be will be W;!Ie to build, 
DOt pl~ /limIoel f, but ta p1ctlC his fri~d. The friend', 1Iri$hes Ibould 
rKftYe lim conaiokralion. 'r~ after time 111M<> ~pk build. church 
they bui1d it [Of thcauekel; fOf IU;' ~ory, for Il.m _. fOt Ihm 
pleuu~ God bas <"WN. .,Iw be W'Ul1s and it eq>licit IbouI .. hlt be loa __ 

o.u atcchism 80CI on. after pointiD, out thai: "Mm', dUd mel is 10 
glorify God," 10 sa,. that, -n.. word of God whict. ill (OO,,;....,j in !be 
Scriptun::l of tbe Old and N.,... T""'S_ is the only nile 10 direct us 
bow we DU181o,;fy and enjoy Him.." 

The Ne. Tatammr f.0'eS us three dues 10 God', des"" about his 
bou~. Finf. J-- ,.id, 'My house .ball be allN • house of pra1"'f." 
Greal ca •• lhouJd be elIe,ci.se<I in building. church that "err part of 
illitructu/l! Ihould be functional A church should look lik •• ~nurch; 
ilJ"err ... 11 ... d omlll'll'l1t should incline: man', mind 10 pra1"'t. 

JtSUJ aloo .aid, ''To:adI.'' Thus God', houtoo has li ... ll' ~II • Wlttr 
of instruction. In rec ... ' ynn il has been found ""~""'t to ha..., • 
.q>IIl1Ite bui]diol ftPippN fOf the me of IIlO<ktn tildlniqua in tnm. 
in3. H= again it ill our dcsi •• to dina the best we bn. 10 the glory 
of God. 

A third Nc-w TatamrnI: CIIDlIlWId is 10 "Lon::." Good (d~ip Iw 
01 ... ,., Men • mo.:Ir; of tho OIristiaa lif •• A a.r ....... 0I0uth sbou1d 
ha..., • pba to wonhip, • p~ to tcaeh, and • pl~ foe Jrowth in 
OtrisIian atsocittion. 

T1J4 UII .. f S,."bol, 
" building dC'tignni to Ix ~ ........, of pr.,.... should hoe mo'" ttw. 

""all.! and • roof protecting worship"fS from the dcmentl. It should, 
by ill form ond .ppointmtntJ "'ggoI thought> of. reJigiOUl: ~r. 
Thm, ""hen one', mind llip!llway from tlw: .... ,..,ice to rommunc wilb 
the worri.,. of tbe secub. world, the sight of ~joll of $aCltd s;8" 
nificaMe nuy draw it back to thougbQl of God. "The su~yc power 
of knoti ful symbol" w.cd with dignil)' and fQl.rUot, mar pn)Ylde • 
subtle and ro:tU"in8 aU to worship_ 

The Bible is • book of symbo~ If thq belong in GocI', book, wby 
nnI in God"1 h<;Ju.1 We know tlw: answ .. _ would ,i ... : it is b«uuc 
of actsI and a/:wo:. We -..t no put nf rither. 0... Ittempt has b«n 
10 maintain simplidtr and to dim:t all beaut)' toward tdi6aliOtl This 
orr bd~ ..., the spirit of the first of the Rcfomutioo fatMn, who 
",bile turning """'1 (rom the ~innJ of the paJt. would h.ne beerl \ 
tq\IalIy horriMd by the ~ of the bum'\, trtleu practice infticttd 
DO recent gffICrations. 10 the denial of beoulJ" and symbols, we I>I.~ 
been milled by Itubbom, joyless men ",,,-: ",formin, zuI has carried 
tbml beyond 1M word of the 0 .. 10. who looked on ..,b.1 he bid mad. 
and alltd it "good." 



Fomin.tlon of trend, ill dIuKh buildin& ~ • IIIO'Icmo:lIt which 
w.a ill dcnom.inationaJ Iintl .... d unites us in common wonbip. nu. 
mo.unent is ~ outgrowth of • "';desrreo.d desi«, 10 lind fonns in 
uchi~ wh.idl bat rdko;! the cenua!,tie of OIIr fUth. 1M ori&iru.l 
cbiJncn of our pn=sem plO(>,rIJ (ok Iht cady impu1scJ of thil _. 
/llelt wIto::o they buill our <:hun::!. ia the form of • nost. AU building 
.:oavnirtces, lOeI1Siti-n: to the liturgical dkhUIKot. 1«' now SOing on to 
build dlurdlc:I with an opm du.nai .. here the C10IS il the IDC»! ron­
Ipiaooo.>f .isi!>k symbol. 1l>e logiaJ .cuow for the open cltulo:-l ... ill 
apptu u we consider the diffmllt furnUhings. 

Th. Door. 
The doors of the match Jbould be anrartr.c, CDmpiruous. and .,hom 

r wiNe, open. The doon of OUr churcb ~ painted mI ~ m:I is 
roIori'ul and ... ¥iti.n.&: tbo Mo' .... of our Lord', own word and WO<k.. 
J- wd, '" am the door:' It is br the: obeddinJ 01. His blood that 
the door is opmtd for ... into tho: W>Ct\lI.t}' of mrnal life. We r«:&Il, 
coo. !he Jprinklins of blood OQ the dootpGitJ in 0DCic0I timet; that the 
a.rlgd of dt:a.tb mi&ht paP o.cr. 

rlu C'~II 
Upon mtc.ring the church one tw on I1DObstrutttd "in. of thc cross 

II 1M Nd: of thc dwlat The: eto5I,liU the <loon, ohouId be beautiful,_ 
tonIpic\oous, ...:cnJibI •. It ia tometimcs abjca:ed that }esuI did not die 
on • brut crou. Suffice, iI to SI, that the 'ittm mind" II td<bD IupPJ 
... ith the 1M of symbob : it is unlOftll..- rlut:,..m [ia.nliIb ha~ been 
ollowal to dirctt the Yap 0110 marty chutd>cs. f~ thtr ha" d~ 
God', .-on! ..,d impaYft' ....... His ....:nIl;!? :noc O'OSJ in OUr chancel 
.. noll • auci&.:; ;, is on _pry c ...... .,....,....,2;08 the fOCI: that deo.th 
aould DOt bold ou, 81axd LOnl . Our cross points 10 the 1UUt'lIdion. 
Thus ..., ling. 'Whm I JUfYCJ' the wondrous cross." 

The clOSS is ... petimpoRd on an orb tymbo1izinS the world. Hmo we 
hove the i<lta. "O .. ist for the world and the world for Christ." The 
orb is JUtroun<kd by I tcamJ.., band reprcscntinS the mdlm ~ of 
God boIdia.s the world IOJflMr und ... ~ oosa. Betide the cross ue 
two 'tQCI co,"ainins SowerJ, the: .ymbols of raur,cdion.. AlJo nea, the 
ClOSS are two amllcsticb. ~ reptQ('Ot the human """ di";ne ... ture 
of Christ. and wb<:n the andJa are li&f>ted tbcJ aN their liBN on the 
orb beneath the crost IODd lipif)' that Christ is the lisht of the world. 

TN RlrdDJ _J IHu.J 
The word •• ~ •. literall), mearu "the bAd: of the bo.ck.." The 

word "doual" is I ... tiation of the ...,rd "do.w," also ID(I.nins the 
bo.ck.. In out UIOse..., ,ef ... to the ,(one traOns at the bAd: of the dan· 
« I u the reredQl and the doIh wl1ich hanS" in it III the douol. The 
purpOilC of both i. to provide a b.d< which fOCU5Q IttJetI(ion on !MeroM. 



At the top OIDtCr of the"'rmas is. shidd bearing the '<fie" " IHS." 
"J'hcsc, ImeB are I rontiaction of the Greek ",OM .. Jesw.. .. 

~ dosuJ cloth is Iwld·wovm ~ silk and gold. A dooc view reveals 
two f1tDbols: the ~ and the crossltt. 1be "*' is & representation of 
the comiog Messilb. 1be PfOJ?":e< milt. wrote that "the d~ sha.ll 
rq.,ia: and bloaom LI • rose. The little ao.ses with ..,<Is braocb.i", 
PO;Dt to the .. ide r2f1&e of the ;nll~ of 0uiJt. Tbqo JYttIbo\iuo the 
Christi ... mission to the uttermoot puts of the ..oeM. 

The hongio&> 011 each .ide- of the dow.! are called ·'riddds." Their 
ooIy function is to aa:cnt the emu I.lld other symbols u. the bad: of 
the chancel. On the ,idde15 are little figures blown .. "pnudions:' 
11Icy are. kind of cross made ffUII the Grodl: kiter gomm', tradition· 
aJ'r the symbol of Ouist, the comerst'OfIt. 

The stone base of the re~ is calkd the "!'tUhle" or ",IIrNino:." 
ma.aillg rear shelf. T .... itionaU,. it is the "Iable back of the table" 
.... icb bolds the crOQ, OfId~ ... d 'lUeS. 

Tiu Wi .. , _ 
A window in I duncel is usually cons;<kttd by com~ uchitKtl: 

to be • doubtful blessing. II mar calIX I glare ... hich diSlurbs the 10'.,..­
shi~t$, Dr the..., is oh .. )'1 the peril of forgetting our sw:uhrds and 
folling into the p~Refcmnation practia of placing ,ma"", III the cmt ... 
of _!Ship. Both probl=s /U"" bt!<,on avoided in our situlticn. Jf ligures 
are ~ in • dw>cd. window dtq should be sm.o.l.I ..,d suggestive wlw:r 
th.u> (OQOpicuous. n,., wiodmt is $imply • Ih&h of Slono... color to 
symbolize the resurr«tion lisht d1lt rises above the cro... The symbols 
in OUr ... ndow ...., smoll IJId suggestivt", <ather than large IJId con>­
IIII.DdioJ. Thq JraphiaJl, tq>ruent • f ... phases of the life of our 
Lord. In moklng the glass fm: this wlndaw, the artisan5 have gone b.d 
tn IJI old 1 nh G:n1u'1 pmo=s which ..... proved to '" nf mn~ Wring 
~rit thlJl the innovations nf =mt ynn. 

The fiB! panel 00 the left begins "'ith the. .:at Ovt"r the fD1IIget. 
Above.~ the symbols of the fliJht into Egypt IJId at the top the tools 
of the carpenter shop. 

The S«OIld panel 00 tbe left suggests .... . dult life 01 o,rist. Fint, 
ar the bottom the lamp. die sign of Ouist the ligbt of the ",odd; then 
, .......... er pots ~dinJ ItS of the firs. miracle w!>en Jesus turned the 
...rer into wine. Tbe upper symbol is,. do~. In Marth .... •• description 
of His baptism ..., read, " He .. '" tbe spirit of God d<:SCtlldiog like ,. 
dove upon Him. And 10, • ~ from beavcn, ... ,ing, 1hls is my 
bdovcd Son. in ",ham I am ...,U pleased:" 



"And Christ Shall 
Gin Thee Light" 



n. _~ coob;DI t1x oymbob of tM PasW:>n W .... At the 
bouom cbo: brmches for PalIIl Sunday ; tbc:n the SKrWlltIUtJ ClIp 
UId wa!~. trial " srmboIixd tor the whips and lhe buin. Pilate 
o .. je •• d Jes.u IIoggN ~ tbc:n ...ubed his bands of the ... hol. mwcr. 
o.u all " !he <mSS and the crcr-n of thoms. 

The puId Jl'COOd from lhe right ~tains the cmbIm>s of the f'QUC. 

teCtioa: the Irre ~rescntin8 sacred mU$lc ; the =per tomb, ..... It lhe 
top the lilies, traditi ...... 1 oyni>oI. 01 rau..ru:t ...... 

1M last pand <kKriba th¢ poIl.mur.ection period. The laIC word. 
of }_ ~ tJx COIDa'Iand 10 pfach the ppd. nu. word is IyftI­
bohted br the opeo book.. The middk IJ1Ii>oI ;0 the bSI ~ rq>~' 
It'UJ tho: • .....".... Thr ficW, top fi«.m is lb. crown. f)'U'Ibo[iunS 
Christ, tt.e Kin.@: of Kinp. 

TN C_.~. T.JJ, 
It is &n;IIIIId me ,...,n",njoq table that IlK followm of Ou-itt tome 

10 ....... fdlow>hip with God mel with each othe:r. H= tbeJ" dnaw· 
ic::tJI, JCC forth the message: which it srmbo1icilly I=I.I~ br lhe t .... 
Thus the ubi. 1>"'''''.)'1JIboI. ... bich pes """ping 10 the ~ 
It is fr-' the tAb],., that we ~. 1M spnboIs of Clui$t'l o/£nia, : it is 
/0 the tabl. that ...., brin.l the tymbGls of our oI£erin&. Empty olI'eri", 
pJ.akll """'Id DCOa" be ~ 10 tal on lhe abk, 

W. haft • bble, DDt an altat. Both words ha~ Ne;r TestammI 
I&IICtioI>, but 1M \1St Girt.. r:aI* .. ;~ in f.~ "en ;" _ of 
the hif" liturp:.! dIIIrcho::t. The idea of t1x .Itar is COtIltafJ' to _Iy 
Oiristdll precept, for m.. ~ T_ writers wanted it dftzly 
unde.stood thal Chritt'l _ oH .... in, of Himtdf .. ., the &ll..J>ciont 

"'""'-
The table ocntp~ lhe cnwral symbolic pxitioo in the dw>ceI ratho:r 

than the pulpit 1M minister and the book ~ !lOt 6nt ia the ChrUtiaII 
him.tth, of voJ""" Thq ~ illltn>m<rllll of God', Hoi, Spirit Ihtoup 
"WbidJ the _ri.fioe of Ot.ist _ to be kDOWlIlftd the S. .. ioIu adored. 
Ltt lhe f7"IboU of Hil work be aClcral. 

Th. Or,_ ... J CJ.tJir 
1M _ Aeolian Skinner Or..,. will be OIl cKb side ia tbr dw>cr:1 

abcn't- ..... bod< of the choir. Orpttf ha'ft: had • nried ru.rory ;n tb<: 
dowch. Iv. 6rst tbry ~ ,"nOUN !.eo'"," of their .. ......;.1000 with 
tbr Arma and tbr pcrxartioa of o.,i«ians, but In IUne this ancitn! 
i:nstn.ImenI .... ~ and t\lfntd to prw. DurinS the Kfnnn&tioa 
it wat apn cast out with the choir, bul bod! WCK soon brou&bt bod<. 
Brin&inl them bid .... no limplt mamr fD. ;n the ""erira chu.teb 
buildinp had ~ ~ with no pl.ta for them. Thus !hey were 
thtu« into tm cmter of thinss in • more ~ ~boa than Ihty 



" Ve 00 Show 
the Lord', Dtat;b" 



!wi rom oo:u.pied bd"ore !be refom:wion.. N ... ,dormatioa 11'15 re­
quirrd. 'I'be Ol~ ",d d>aU ha~ now been n::Rored to • coorrbri°llo 
..orshipinJ ~ in OW' dawdI, ",d reltgare</ to the lide .. hnf tbq 
bd~ MIlK thauld ~ hcai'd and net 5e(n in a...rch ; if ocen, ooIy to 
~ • conuibuting part . 

Tin 1..Ht_"" ,..,;, 
It is tbtOugh the' rudin.l and ptctdlinJ 01 the "",rd rIuc me ..-ie, 

the tabU, and the cross become mw>iq{ul The mini$lnS, IiU Ihe 
rnuri:iam. ~ but ..,rvanu of Chr~ lca<!m, 11K;. feUow scrnou of 
the Won! iII.r.c.tlcn. Our Plesbyr(,iJ,n Dired'OtJ' for worship..u-­
ilheI minililtn -"to be conf,,[ Pot to make their .. _ 10 lonr OS to 
iPwt'= willi Ibe ....... imporU.l\l duties of pr:t)," ... d praiJc." 

n.. p~ O>un:h will no:Yt'r "'inim ..... p~m,. but John 
Cama pte.d ..... from • !Up.. lide pulpit. It hu only bcen iJr, t=nt 
JftlS thu.., ha~ turned .... , from u.. uaditioa of keep"''' !be hi&b 
""Ipil for the P'"""'i,,& 01 the word. The rebtiffir modem -.I for • 
caller pulpit _ born in a dcsite to glorify the word by m&kin& tilt 
book m'\tnl. All too of 1m the rr:su1t of dlis wottbJ" ~ .... tbe 
aftWin, of a wry limited pcl3O<lalilJ. AtdtitKture ohou.ld !lOt glorify 
tht !!WI but till< Maslcr. In rhc ope<' d>ancd urangancat Ibe !IUD i. 
put to ..... side and the IJ'mboh of God', kn't ..,d Brace ace ~ 
to difJd III to Him. 

Th_ SII;S 
The _ SlCpI prooride JeO'm Ie-tdJ in the chaftcd. symbolic of the 

_ ,;(11 01. the HoI, Spirit. "£hac &ifts are ret fortb in Revda. 
tioa "I2-"Wortby is !be Uui> !bat _ sIW! to rro;cift poorer,....d 
nm... and .. isdom, and strmgth, and ""->t. and &101')'. and bLess.ifl8: ' 

TIH rT";,mol 
Around !be mwd> and dw>cd. it • band of bcautif.,J In""""" 
~ This ucbit«tunJ """,,ice tics the dt&n<d and d lluch tog<thu, 
.,..mowing !be ,P""'bood of .u bd~ lJId the ocleiidl of the 
ieLdtn of "",<$hip with the _.wpm.. We mar &lid ..,.,i6a. ....... ;0 
Ibt foa thai I~ .is f<><mtd from life glYeQ Ullturiel -so i.a the 
depths of the IIU. La Ibis r=.i.ad u.s of the IoJo.c and deYCltian of IhDJo: 
wbD in yean gooc br IDIdc pouible the buildio, of ~ walls. 

"'Whcrd'Ott -iD&. we oJ.. are compwrd obDu:t ... ith JO JrGI I 
cloud of witr>es'H'l, let u.s 10, uid.e ~ Wf:ight, and the sin ... bid! dcxb 
JO -;i.~:et .... UId Itt us NIl ... ilb p.liencc the rw;c dw .is ,... bf,fore 
.... . unto Jaw., the AuthDr and f""",ilber of our fairh, who fDr 
the jor that Wlf Jet bf,f ..... Him tndurul. the O'OIS, despiJirl, the shame, 
and a Jet down 0.1 the riBbr hand of the th.- of God." 



A Bibk·be!ie<rm, o.utd> must i""itably uapt .ymbols as L means 
of ,.--. aDd br gmdul few rbo ~ of ~, -..hich ;1 the 
Ctntor', (i.fl In p!'riods of pt'11«UI1OII me,e sfri>ob have beco doubly 
pru:iow. They ate of n1ue today 001, as instN/lllenb of mligbt..,ment 
and must n","" br a1"'-d to de~e to supmtitious 1l"IUf1lIIIef)'. 
11Ity will be CDr edil1cuion .. IonS as _ rcmembor that .... uItimare 
seW ahDuld M to wonhip in holiness, in .pirit, and in tNth. We IhUlk 
GocI for our deep d""i~ to pI~ Him, for eft'J' beauty that direcb: us 
to Him, and for our chutch, erected to His honour and glory. May the 
li_ ben: ~ in tM knowledse and lo~ of Christ, our God. 
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