
Everlasting God 
 

A Festival of Hymns and Anthems based on Isaiah 40 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Part One 
 



Tuesday, March 9, 2021 
Welcome       
 
Prelude on ‘Ellacombe’                Peter Niedmann 
   
Hymn, “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”                                   descant by Ronald Miller 
 Stanza 1 – all 
 Stanza 2 – all in four parts 
 Stanza 3 – all  
 
Reading                                                 Isaiah 40:1-5 
 
Hymns in Alternation                       settings by John Ferguson 

The choral scholars will sing one verse of “Savior of the Nations, Come,” and all will 
respond with one verse of “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People” as noted below. 
 
Choir: Savior of the nations, come; show the glory of the Son! 
 Ev’ry people stand in awe; praise the perfect Son of God. 
All: “Comfort, Comfort,” stanza 1 
Choir: God the Rather is his source, back to God he runs his course; 
 down to death and hell descends, God’s high throne he re-ascends. 
All: “Comfort, Comfort,” stanza 2 
Choir: Shining stable in the night, breathing vict’ry with your light;  
 darkness cannot hide your flame, shining bright as Jesus’ name.  
All: “Comfort, Comfort,” stanza 3 
 

Anthem, “Every Valley”                                           John Ness Beck 
 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain made low; 
 and the crooked made straight, and the rough places plain. 
 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  

and all flesh shall see it together; 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.  
(Isaiah 40:4, 5) 

 
Reading                                                     Isaiah 40:9 
 
Hymn, “Joy to the World”           setting by Margaret Vardell Sandresky 
 Stanzas 1-4 – all in unison 
 
Reading                                                 Isaiah 40:6-8 
 
Anthem, “The Earth Adorned” (stanza 3)                setting by Kenneth Jennings 



 O God, amid these joys of life, creation’s glory beaming, grant us the grace to keep 
your word and live in love redeeming. All flesh is grass, the flowers fade, and time is 
fleeting ever; God’s word remains forever.  

(Waldemar Ahlen, trans. K. Jennings) 
 
Hymn, “O God, Beyond All Praising”                      setting by Richard Proulx 
 Stanza 1 – all 
 Stanza 2 – choral scholars 
 Stanza 3 - all 
 
Reading                                            Isaiah 40:10-11 
 
Hymn, “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                  setting by Donald Busarow 
 Stanza 1 – all 
 Stanza 2 – all in four parts 
 Stanza 3 – in canon (women and trebles begin, men enter one measure later) 
 Stanza 4 – all in four parts 
 Stanza 5 – in canon (women and trebles begin, men enter one measure later) 
 Stanza 6 – all 
 
Anthem, “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”                    setting by Virgil Thomson 
 My Shepherd will supply my need, Jehovah is his Name. 
 In pastures fresh he makes me feed beside the living stream. 
 He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake his ways. 
 He leads me for his mercy’s sake in paths of truth and grace.  

 When I walk through the shades of death, thy presence is my stay.  
 One word of thy supporting breath drives all my fears away. 
 Thy hand, in sight of all my foes doth still my table spread.  
 My cup with blessings overflows, thine oil anoints my head. 

 The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days, 
 O may thy house be mine abode and all my work be praise. 
 There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come, 
 No more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home.  
 (Isaac Watts) 
 
Reading                                            Isaiah 40:12-15 
 
Hymn, “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” 
 Stanzas 1-5 – all, with the refrain sung in parts 
 
Words of Conclusion 
 



Choral Benediction                   Knut Nystedt 
 The Lord bless thee and keep thee,  
 The Lord make his face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee, 
 The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace. Amen.  
 (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 
 

Part Two of “Everlasting God” will be presented next week, March 16, 2021. 
 
 
 
Participants: 
Conductor, piano, festival design – Nate Zullinger 
Organ, piano – Tim Evers 
Choral Scholars – Natalie Gilbert, Ellen Carlson, Matt Lista, David King 
Recording Engineers – Bill Houston & Mark Fabere 
 
The cover art is reproduced by the generous permission of the artist, Kenneth Frazelle.  
www.kennethfrazelle.com 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


